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Call for European political leadership

Framework Convention on Tobacco Control

Conference declaration 

30/31 March 2001 - Sigtuna, Sweden 

The General Assembly of the European Network for Smoking Prevention, with participation of 57 delegates from 20 European countries urges the governments of the European Union to show political leadership in Europe by taking a strong position in the negotiations for the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. 

The delegates call upon the European Member States to support a comprehensive framework convention including measures that can only be addressed at an international level.  It is therefore necessary to take an EU position which goes beyond the “acquis communautaire”. European public health organisations urge all governments to adopt the following measures : 

Two protocols on advertising and smuggling should be negotiated simultaneously with the FCTC: 

1. Since 10 EU countries have, or soon will have, comprehensive bans on tobacco advertising,  European governments should support a ban on all forms of tobacco advertising and promotion, including brand stretching and all forms of electronic  communication – such as the internet -  without distinguishing advertising reportedly directed at adults and young people.

2. Since nine EU countries have launched a legal action on smuggling against three major international tobacco companies and because widespread tobacco smuggling can thoroughly undermine national tobacco control activities, all governments should endorse strong measures to combat tobacco smuggling including clear and effective judicial, legal and liability measures; this should include measures in the Convention on pack markings to indicate the origin and final destination of tobacco goods.

In the interest of public health, the FCTC provisions must take precedence over trade agreements. Moreover, the Convention must not undermine existing tobacco control initiatives or regulations in any signatory state, nor prevent, preempt or discourage any party from taking stronger action than required by the FCTC. In order to make a strong and binding treaty, a series of specific commitments should feature within the convention; these include particularly

· a ban on all forms of tobacco advertising and promotion, including brand stretching and all forms of electronic  communication – such as the internet -  without distinguishing advertising reportedly directed at adults and young people;

· strong measures to combat tobacco smuggling including clear and effective judicial, legal and liability measures; this should include measures in the Convention on pack markings to indicate the origin and final destination of tobacco goods;

· Prominent health warnings covering at least 50% of the pack in the main language of the country where the goods are to be sold;

· A ban on all internet and mail order sales of tobacco products;

· A ban on tax free sales of tobacco products;

· An end to subsidies to tobacco growers with a special fund to help farmers make the transition to other activities. 

The European non governmental organizations call upon the EU Presidency to set up a transparent and permanent structure to inform NGOs on EU positions during and at the FCTC negotiations.

Sigtuna, 30 March 2001
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